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URBAN SWIMMING: A NEW AGE FOR 
NEW YORK
A one-day, pop-up exhibition highlighting the urban swimming movement around the world 
on the occasion of City of Water Day
July 16, 2022, 11am-3pm, Walking Tours on the Hour
Pier 17 (89 South Street) to Pier 35 (260 South Street) in Manhattan

In 2008, the New York City Council passed a law that required the Mayor to revisit a city-
wide waterfront plan every 10 years. In 2011, the City of New York published Vision 2020: 
New York City Comprehensive Waterfront Plan, a 10-year vision for the future of the city’s 
520 miles of shoreline. Former Mayor Bloomberg and the Former Commissioner of the 
New York City Department of City Planning, Amanda Burden, called the waterfront NYC’s 
“sixth borough” in a March 14th press release. The plan was established to “reconnect 
New Yorkers and visitors to the water and reclaim New York City’s standing as a premier 
waterfront city.” It outlined 8 overarching goals, but there was one crucial thing missing 
from that March 14, 2011 press release: swimming.  

Cities like Copenhagen, Paris and Basel have begun to open areas of their urban waterways 
for swimming -- in large part, thanks to a major municipal infrastructure investments that 
have resulted in cleaner rivers that meet water quality standards for swimmable water. Over 
a decade ago, a group of young New Yorkers proposed an idea for making New York’s 
waters swimmable: + POOL, a water-filtering, floating swimming pool that sources water 
from the river, while protecting swimmers from its currents. + POOL launched its proposal 

Bassin de La Villette, Paris, France.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/eu5hd8mftz36bsv/2011%20NYC%20Press%20Release%20-%20March%2014%2C%202011.pdf?dl=0
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in 2010, and soon after, cities like London, Melbourne and Berlin began to explore similar 
projects for their rivers.  Now, more than 10 years after the idea of + POOL was first 
shared with the world, and thanks to the advocacy of thousands of water lovers across the 
City, the New York City Department of City Planning has released a new Comprehensive 
Waterfront Plan that calls for swimming. The plan states a specific strategy to “expand 
swimming opportunities where appropriate safety, ambient water quality, and routine 
monitoring and reporting can be demonstrated.”

​​Urban Swimming: a New Age for New York is a one-day pop-up exhibition organized by 
Friends of + POOL that highlights new urban swim projects from around the world and the 
community-driven effort to bring urban swimming to New York’s East River. 

To read more about + POOL, visit: www.pluspool.org

About Friends of + POOL
Friends of + POOL is a nonprofit working to provide free and safe access to New York’s 
East River for swimming. The organization offers free public programs that educate the 
public on the issues affecting water quality, promote water stewardship, and advance water 
safety education. 

About City of Water Day
City of Water Day—this year on Saturday, July 16—is a region-wide day, organized by the 
Waterfront Alliance and its partners, to raise awareness about the risk we all face from sea 
level rise and climate change, and champion a climate resilient New York and New Jersey 
harbor. In Your Neighborhood programming is organized by the New York–New Jersey 
Harbor & Estuary Program (HEP) and offers dozens of events on and near the water across 
all five boroughs, Westchester, and New Jersey. This year’s In Your Neighborhood theme 
centers on how the power of the creative arts can help address the climate crisis.

We gratefully acknowledge the Hudson River Foundation, the New York-New Jersey Harbor 
& Estuary Program and the Waterfront Alliance in their support of this project.

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/plans-studies/comprehensive-waterfront-plan/nyc_comprehensive_waterfront_plan_lo-res.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/plans-studies/comprehensive-waterfront-plan/nyc_comprehensive_waterfront_plan_lo-res.pdf

